The Isles of
Sarasota
Homeowner’s
Association
Professionally
Managed By:

Argus Property
Management

THE ISLES
Inside
Edition
November 2020
Isles of Sarasota H.O.A.
5901 Benevento Dr.
Sarasota, FL 34238
Fax: 941-922-1501
Joshua Jones, Property Manager
Phone: 941-922-1298
E-mail: joshua@argusmgmt.com
Olga Barrios, Activities Director
Phone: 941-922-1892
E-mail: olgab@argusmgmt.com



Lakeside Budget Meeting: Tuesday, November 10th @ 5pm at the Town Center.



Isles Budget Meeting: Thursday, November 12th @ 6pm at the Town Center.



The cleaning of the Honore & Fossano Wall has been completed.

,



The Aviano and Guarino Bridge are being painted.



Parking: Please remind your guests that parking on the sidewalk or on the grass is NOT
permitted. All guests should park on a driveway.



Holiday Lights Policy: The Holidays are approaching quickly and everyone is starting to
get in the decorating spirit. As a reminder, Holiday lights can ONLY be displayed starting
November 21, 2020 until January 10, 2021. NO decorations or inflatables are
allowed on the grass. Palm tree lights and shrub lights are allowed, however, the landscapers
are not responsible for any damages to your Holiday décor or lights.



Book Exchange: During the shutdown of the Town Center our library book collection was
put out on a table in the Post Office for the enjoyment of our residents. This was done with
the intention of continuing the book exchange program that was already implemented. As a
result, no books were exchanged and now our library is empty. If you have any books that
you would like to donate to our library, you can do so at anytime. Just place your books on
the book shelves inside the Town Center.



Light Up The Isles: After Thanksgiving we will be lighting up the Isles for the Holidays. This
year we are adding more lights to the palm trees at the entrance, decorating both bridges
and the gazebo with lights and garland.



Mulch installation is scheduled to begin November 5th.



Palm trimming of palms 15 feet or more to begin on Monday, November 9th. See page # 4
for more details.
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TOWN CENTER REMODELING UPDATE
Hi Isles Residents,
The Town Center remodeling project is coming close to an end. We installed flooring in the Main Lobby,
Card Room, and Management Office. The floor looks beautiful and the Town Center feels much bigger
now. We want to give a special “Thank You” to Classic Flooring and Design for doing such a great job
with the flooring. We are very pleased with the work they did.
We received our new planters and pots from Lux-Art Silk. David Prieto (Maintenance Supervisor) and
Olga Barrios (Activities Director) hand washed all the plants that were kept and transplanted to a new pot.
Now all the plants have matching white pots and it adds a clean and fresh look to the rooms.
Next step in the remodeling process is furniture. We will be receiving the furniture all throughout the
month of November. In addition, we will be converting all interior Town Center lights to LED and installing new fans.
We are so close to finish line… Sooner than we think, the Town Center will be operating under normal
circumstances. Thank you for your ongoing patience and understanding with this project.
Thanks,
Isles Management
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CARD ROOM ARTWORK PROJECT
CALLING ALL ISLES ARTISTS & PHOTOGRAPHERS……...
Over the years at various social events the artwork of residents within The Isles Community has
been displayed. It is amazing how many talented artists live in the community. Through the Social
Committee and the approval of the Board of Directors, we would like to invite our Isles artist to
display their artwork in the Card Room, it can be a painting, drawing, or photography. The goal is to
rotate the artwork on a quarterly basis (or based on the amount of submissions received by the
committee). This opportunity is open to any Isles resident - free of cost!
The Social Committee has put together guidelines for the artwork, along with an application
process. All applications and artwork will be reviewed by the Management Office and Social
Committee prior to artwork being displayed in the Card Room. The guidelines are subject to
change at the discretion of the committee and/or Board of Directors.
If you are interested in displaying your artwork, please contact Olga Barrios, Activities Director.
Thanks,
Isles Management

The vision…..
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PALM TREE TRIMMING
Its that time of the year where the palm
trees are trimmed. Palm trimming will
begin early November and will be
completed by two different BrightView
crews. The crews will be working simultaneously within the Isles, but will not be
working in tandem on the same home at
the same time. One crew will be trimming
palms 15 feet and taller. The second crew
will trim palms under 15 feet.
Palms 15 feet and taller will have the fronds
trimmed with what’s known as a 9 and 3
or 10 and 2 cut. If you were to look at the palm as a clock, the lowest palm
limbs will be between 9 and 3 or 10 and 2 after it has been trimmed. Palms
under 15 feet will only have limbs removed if they are yellow, brown, dead or
touching a screen or house.
For safety, please give BrightView room to
work. When the palm limbs are cut they freely
fall to the ground. If you have any approved
yard décor including landscape lighting in close
proximity to a palm tree, we recommend you
remove them prior to palm trimming beginning.
BrightView will not be held responsible for
damage yard décor items.
Work is expected to be completed
by the end of November
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COMMITTEE UPDATES
ACC CORNER
When was the last time you had your A/C serviced? It is
recommended in Florida to have your A/C serviced twice
a year, once in the spring and again in the fall. Don’t forget to periodically check to see if the filter needs to be
changed.
Water heaters develop sediment in their tanks and should
be drained every year or so to keep them in optimal
working condition.
Are your clothes taking longer to dry than usual in your
dryer? Or the top of your dryer hot/warm when drying
your clothes? If so, chances are the vent to the outside
needs to be professionally cleaned. This should be done
periodically to keep your dryer working properly and to
prevent a fire.
If your American flag is faded and torn, you can take it to a
Goodwill location for proper disposal.
Happy Thanksgiving and be well,
Carol E Solomon
Chairperson

CERT CORNER
To all CERT members & volunteers: There will be no
CERT meeting for the month of November due to Covid
and the need for social distancing.
Please remain vigilant for tropical storms with your
hurricane preparedness during this pandemic. We still
have one more month of hurricane season until
November 30th.
Jim Fonk, IC
jfonk@comcast.net

BRIGHTVIEW LANDSCAPING
We still have one more month to go for our typical
Hurricane season and everything has gone well for our
region so far. That being said, other areas around the Gulf
have not been so lucky. The reduced regularity of our
summer rains and the continued high temperatures will
usher us into our spring drought. These conditions will
again produce the challenges of keeping the landscape
properly hydrated as irrigation will not replace rainfall.
Hopefully November will bring reduced ambient temperatures which will help us by reducing plant transpiration.
We will also be looking for rain produced by approaching
cold fronts.
We are currently still working on an extraordinary
backlog on plant replacements and property enhancements. I am happy to say that we are making great strides
in getting this work caught up., and again I thank you for
your patience.
November is the beginning of our three months of
Holiday season. I’m sure everyone is thinking how and
where they would like to spend this time with family and
friends. Hopefully everyone will be afforded the opportunity to make their plans come true. Best wishes to all…
Mowing will now be on a bi-weekly service typically
through the end of March at which time we would again
begin our weekly mowing up through October. Mowing
service would include all the usual suspects, mowing,
blowing, weed eating, with soft and hard edging.
The detail crews will remain hard at work to keep your
shrubs beautiful for the season.
Our Irrigation system is continually monitored and
adjusted for the changing seasons and plant requirements.
Repairs and modifications are taken care of as needed.
Along with our enhanced PPE and sanitizing protocol, we
now take the temperatures of all employees as they come
to work in the mornings. Florida is no longer one of the
major spiking states for the COVID-19 Virus but it’s important not to be complacent. “Think Positive and Test
Negative”
BrightView appreciates your loyalty and commits to
creating a beautiful place to live.
John Breitenstein
Account Manager
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COMMITTEE UPDATES
GROUNDS COMMITTEE
It has been an especially busy year for our Brightview
team who have been working with The Isles Management
team to accomplish what may be a record number of
homeowner and common area enhancements. This is
likely due to the fact that many more homeowners have
summered in place this year and have been more focused
on the appearance of their environs. This is a plus for the
community as a whole as it enhances everyone’s enjoyment of our beautiful development.
We are pleased to report that the second and final phase
of the enhancements to the Abaco wall will be completed
by the time you are reading this. In addition, there are
several locations along the Fossano wall that are scheduled in the next month or so for planting upgrades, and in
conjunction with the renovations to the Town Center you
will notice a few key changes to the landscape around the
clubhouse grounds. The month of November will see the
application of this year’s mulch in all the beds.
If you take an interest in the work of this committee, we
would like to encourage you to consider volunteering
your time to serve with our members. The time commitment is not burdensome, we are an amiable group and
would truly welcome new input. Please complete the
committee application form to submit to management for
consideration.
Our next meeting will be Thursday, November 5th @
1pm in the Town Center.
Happy Thanksgiving to all!
Jeanne Feldstein
Chairperson

RULES & REGS CORNER
November is the time of year when we welcome back
many of our part-time residents. It also seems like a good
time to remind them, and all of us, that The Isles is a
densely populated community and as such, requires
special diligence regarding speeding vehicles.
Guests and renters in particular need to be made aware
that the overall maximum speed for public roads in The
Isles is 25 mph and 15 mph for the private roads in the
rear of some homes. Also, there are 10 and 15 mph limits
on a few curves. Special caution is urged on Burgos between Aviano and Guarino. This is a busy area with many
parked cars as well as children at play.
Please remember that with the exception of a few small
private roads, the streets in The Isles are public. The
responsibility of traffic and parking enforcement lies with
Sarasota County.
We encourage all to slow down and take it easy. Let's
continue to make our community a safe and pleasant
place to live.
Next Rules & Regs Committee Meeting will be on
Tuesday, November 17th @ 9am in the Town Center.
All are welcome!
Robert Brosnan
Chairperson

HAPPY VETERANS DAY
NOVEMBER 11, 2020
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COMMITTEE UPDATES & UPCOMING EVENTS
SPORTS CORNER
Hello Sports Fans
You may have noticed that our seasonal residents have
started to land in their winter roost. We’re already seeing
an increase in activity. Everybody please enjoy the facilities
and the friendly competition.
We need to make a correction to an item in last month’s
newsletter. The minimum insurance requirement was
stated as $1,000,000 in personal liability coverage. The
correct requirement is $500,000 in personal liability
coverage, and $300,000 in property damage coverage.
Sorry for the mistake.
You may have noted the sound of tools and the presence
of sawdust in the sports area. We have completely
replaced the sidewalls of both bocce courts. Most of you
know that they had seen better days.

The Isles Bicycle Club is excited and
pleased to announce the dates for this
year’s Toys For Tots collection in
partnership with the U.S. Marine
Corps. We began this program in 2010
so this is the eleventh year we have
done this and we are fired up to have another successful
year with your help!
We are asking for your generous support from
November 11th thru December 14th.
Boxes will be in the Post Office and
Town Center. Gift(s) do not have to
be wrapped.
Your support is greatly appreciated!

That’s it for now. Dust off those rackets, balls, and paddles, and oil up those joints. It’s time to play!
John Savage
Chairperson

ALL FAITHS FOOD BANK
Every year around this time we partner with All Faiths Food Bank to host a community
food drive. Due to Covid-19, All Faiths Food Bank is NOT accepting food donations to
insure the health and safety of our community.
Therefore, we are asking all Isles residents, who have supported our Food Collections for the past many years to please consider a monetary donation. Any amount will help All Faiths Food Bank to continue feeding the hungry.
“For every $1 given the Food Bank can purchase 5 meals.
Here are the many ways you can donate:
1) Mail a check to: All Faith Food Bank - 8171 Blaikie Court, Sarasota, FL 34240
2) Visit their website: https://www.allfaithsfoodbank.org/
3) CLICK TO DONATE NOW
Thank you and wishing everyone a Blessed, Thankful & Safe day!
Jo Ann Bruno
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Let The Best Lights Win!
It’s that time of the year
again.. The Holidays are
approaching quickly and it’s
time to start decorating.
This year’s Holiday Lights Decorating Contest will begin
November 21st through December 31st.
Residents, this is your opportunity to get in the Holiday
spirit and let your imagination take over. It’s time for you
to show off your beautiful Holiday Lights and creativity.
If you would like to participate in this year’s contest,
please register online by December 20th.
CLICK TO REGISTER NOW!
The Activities Director and Social Committee will be
judging the participating houses. The winner will be
announced in the January’s Newsletter and a custom
plaque will be awarded to the winning homeowner.
Please make sure to read the Holiday Lights Guidelines
found on the governing document. We want to ensure
that everyone is in compliance with the Rules & Regulations.
Good Luck!
Thanksgiving Dinner - CANCELLED
Thursday, November 26th - We
will NOT be hosting the Thanksgiving
Dinner this year. We had some last
minute changes and catering obstacles which prevents us from hosting the event. We want
to wish everyone a wonderful Thanksgiving day!
Isles Holiday Party - CANCELLED
Friday, December 4, 2020 We will NOT be hosting this
year’s Holiday Party. We did
not meet our minimum number,
therefore, we have had to cancel
the event.

Friday, December 4th
6pm - 8pm
Please join us for The Isles Town Center Grand Opening
Celebration. Stop by at anytime between 6pm - 8pm to do
a walkthrough of the newly renovated Town Center.
On your way out, grab a tasty bite and beverage! It’s our
way of saying “Thank You” for your patience with this
project.
COMPLIMENTARY
Hors d’oeuvres and dessert will be catered by Mattison
on Forty-One. Wine and beer will be provided.
Food and beverages will be served outside the Town
Center by a Mattison staff member. The chef will be onsite
preparing the food to serve it warm and fresh. All staff
helping that evening will be wearing a mask and gloves.
Many Thanks to BrightView Landscaping Services
for helping sponsor this event.
Please register online by Sunday, November 22, 2020
for headcount purposes.
CLICK TO REGISTER NOW!
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CLASS SCHEDULE & CLUBS
New pay structure for Yoga and Cardio classes
We have eliminated the 4 & 8 series class packages. We will
be moving to a pay per class method. Each class is $7.00. If
you have a series on your account at this time, you will be
able to complete that series and then begin paying per class.
This will simplify my bookkeeping, and keep you from having
money held in your account should we have a pause in classes
again. Please try to have correct change when paying for a
class. Checks are also accepted.
I look forward to starting classes again and seeing you all in
your beautiful new clubhouse!
Gratefully,
Janie Gibson

————————————————————————
Cardio Dance Party: Each
Wednesday @ 10:15am. Featuring
30-40 minutes of cardio using upbeat
popular music and easy to follow fun
dance moves to get your heart
pumping!! This 60 minute class also includes core work,
upper body weight work and stretching. Please bring 1 to
5 pound hand weights, a mat and water with you to class.
Participants can choose not to use hand weights, if they
prefer. Fee $7.00 per class. Taught by Janie Gibson,
Certified Group Fitness Instructor. For more information
call Janie at 941-735-9370.
Cardio Sculpt: Each Friday @ 10am. Featuring 30-40
minutes of cardio using 1 to 5 pound hand weights combining aerobic activity with sculpting of the entire body. The
60 minute class also includes core work and stretching.
Please bring 1 to 5 pound hand weights, a mat and water
with you to class. Participants can choose not to use hand
weights, if they prefer. Fee $7.00 per class. Taught by Janie
Gibson, Certified Group Fitness Instructor. For more
information call Janie at 941-735-9370.
Yoga: Each Tuesday @ 10am. Fee
$7.00 per class. Pre-Pay Janie Gibson, BA,
Master Personal Trainer, Certified Yoga
Instructor. For more information call Janie
at 941-735-9370.
Yoga Mixed Level: Each Thursday @10:00am. This
class is suitable for all levels and will include options for
increasing intensity for those who are ready. Taught by
Janie Gibson, Registered Yoga Teacher, Certified Group
Fitness Instructor and Personal Trainer. Fee $7.00 per
class. For more information call Janie at 941-735-9370.

Basketball & Pickleball: Play BBall or Pickleball. Courts
are ready. Be sure and sign up at the Bulletin
Board near the Bocce courts. BBall and Pickleball cannot be played at the same time!!!
No back to back sign ups. Pickleball nets are
located in the Fitness Center inside a brown
bin.
Bocce: Each Monday @ 9:30am and Sunday @ 4pm.
If you want to play on your own, the equipment is located
by the Bocce courts.
Book Club: Wednesday, November
11th @ 7pm will be meeting in the Car
Room. Reading: “This Tender Land”
by William Kent Krueger. Bring your
own beverage to drink. For more information, please contact Amy Corso at
941-921-7909 or by email: corso5939@comcast.net.
Kayak Club: The Isles Paddling Association organizes fresh and salt water
kayaking adventures for the novice and
experienced kayaker. Many excursions
include the availability of rental kayaks. If you wish to
receive email notifications of upcoming kayaking events,
contact Nick Trippodo: ntrippodo@gmail.com.
Tennis Clinics: Isles Resident and Tennis
Instructor, Jerry Kortenber hosts weekly
Tennis clinics for men and women. Each
Monday & Thursday 8:30am –
10:00am. See schedule posted on Tennis
Bulletin Board. FREE!
Water Aerobics: Class will begin @
10am each Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday. Low impact and stretching!! Come on out and join us!!!!
FREE !
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ADVERTISEMENT
FLAMINGO FITNESS GET FIT FAST.COM
LARRY FELDSTEIN
CERTIFIED MELTMETHOD HAND & FOOT
INSTRUCTOR
Simple self-Treatment designed to help you to stay healthy & active
ASFA CERTIFIED IN SENIOR FITNESS & GOLF
FITNESS SPECIALIZING IN FITNESS PROGRAMS FOR
DAILY LIFE, SPORTS, GOLF CONDITIONING
SPECIFIC PROGRAMS
PHONE: 941-217-6735
CELL: 941-321-9138
Email: flamingofitness@comcast.net
Isles Resident
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THE ISLES WILDLIFE
Enjoy the beautiful wildlife caught on camera by Isles residents.
Thank you to those who contributed.

